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Ready, Set, Go...Recap...
The event dawned clear
- and cold but that did not
: stop gardeners of all
stripes from converging
on the Chippewa Valley
Technical College

(CVTC) for the annual
event.

 Even a short episode T3
with a fire glarm gfter N, —
“ lunch and just prior to the

first afternoon breakout
session did little to
dampen the spirits of
those there. In any
event, it proved to be just
a bit of smoke in the
kitchen and everyone
was soon back on track
and thinking of the
garden season to come.

With a great lineup of
speakers, a lot of very
interesting vendor
displays and lots of great
door prizes, the event
goes down in the Eau

. Claire Area Master
Gardeners Association
(ECAMGA) history as
another successful

: - .
f sem!nar. (Plctures Pictures of Garden Seminar by
I continued on page 6) Jo-Ann Clark and Diane Hunter.

Regarding the Ready, Set, Grow....... Winter Garden Seminar: the use of paper plates and "plastic”
utensils was questioned. Sodexo Food Services assured us that the items used are "green". Made
from recycled materials, these are biodegradable and will decompose. Any further concerns can be
directed to Lori Kempen, Nina Logan or Joel at Sodexo. Thank you for your concern.
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Local Master Gardener News

ECAMGA Board

If you do, please remember to notify the ECAMGA BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO
ECAMG and the newsletter editor of your new e- NAME/TITLE 1 add H b
mail address and/or mailing address so you &-may adaress PRone numuer
don’t miss any Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Erin LaFaive Erin.lafaive@ces.uwex.edu | 715-839-4712
ha:gpenings! 715-606-0006
Email you're new Cindy Ferver cferver@charter.net 715-514-1544
information to Carol Cox at Gary Mathis Garym5811@live.com 715-878-4031
c7w692200@chart§r.ne'.[ Ede Strand edestrand@aol.com 715-8326775
or notify her by snail mail at 1908
Hogeboom Ave., Eau Claire, WI Amy Boetcher myamybird@aol.com 715-577-9085
54701 (or call her at 715-783- Jeanne Mueller jeanneventures@att.net 715-835-3146
0016 - cell). . .
Diane Hunter sportflower@gmail.com 715-835-2775
Andy Heren RcktnutO07 @aol.com 715-831-9236
Qe Q . .
Bu"?tm Board Postlngs Daria Hutchinson dariahu@aol.com 715-797-4793
M Gv Stories and NOTE: The ECAMGA Board minutes no longer appears in the
Opportunities!!!! % newsletter. You may access them by going to the website at
. Q %\ eauclairemastergardeners.weebly.com

—_— = Thank You!!!
Lori and | would like to thank our seminar committee TN ggﬂ%gﬂ 207&
for their tireless efforts to make our spring garden g/

seminar a great success. The many hours of 23 Lo
advertising, speaker procurement, vendor gathering,
and catalog requesting has once again paid off.
Those who came forward to assist the evening
before and the day of the seminar also

helped to make our event a success. S o AU meetinge at UW-Extension Office unless
% ol othenwise noted

We would also like to thank the staff at b | March 18 — Tour of May’s growing grounds
the Chippewa Valley Technical College (at Plant Marketing not at their main
(CVTC) for their cooperation. The office personnel location)
were instrumental in the beginning planning and April 15 — Garden Jeopardy Fun Night
were anxious to meet our needs in a friendly May 20 - speaker TBA
manner. The dietary staff went out of their way to June 17 - speaker TBA
make the food, not only delicious, but provided a July 15 - speaker TBA

pretty serving table with the added floral August 19 - speaker TBA
’ arrangements including flower cookies. August — Plant Sale in conjunction with

Sustainability Fair at Fairgrounds
September 16 — speaker TBA & hours due
October 21 — speaker TBA

extra burden for them. November 18- speaker TBA
The CVTC, the speakers, the vendors, December 16 — annual potluck and election

The janitorial staff was upbeat and met our many
needs in a cheerful way even if it was an

and Master Gardeners all came together of officers

to produce a program which has helped to promote
horticulture education for our community. Thank “Unemployment is capitalisms way of getting
you all!!! you to plant a garden.”

Lori Kempen and Nina Logan -Orson Scott Card
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OPPORTUNITY: if you're interested in volunteering at

Ask-A-Master-Gardner booth or answering questions at the

Extension office, this training is for you! It's also a great chance

to meet UW-Extension specialist face-to-face.

This session is designed to help prepare you to answer

horticulture-related questions during the 2014-growing season.
This year's three sessions will be held in Madison, Green Bay,

and Eau Claire.

Dane County

May 1, 2014

8:45 AM — 4:45 PM

Dane County Extension 5201
Fen Oak Dr. Madison, WI
53718

Brown County
May 22, 2014

8:45 AM — 4:45 PM
Brown County

Extension 1150 Bellevue
St. Green Bay, WI 54302

RV It
e’ A

Eau Claire County

May 28, 2014

8:45 AM — 4:45 PM

Eau County Expo.

Center 5530 Fairview

Drive Eau Claire, WI 54701

For more information please contact Brian Hudelson (608-262-2863 or bdh@plantpath.wisc.edu)
by May 21, 2014 for the Eau Claire training to reserve a spot, or if you have questions.

March Tour of May’s Greenhouses and
Growing Grounds Planned...by Nina Logan

Come join the Eau
Claire Area Master
Gardeners
(ECAMGS) on
Tuesday, March 18th
as they will be touring
the greenhouses and
growing grounds of
May's Floral Gardens.

Participants will meet
at the 3424 Jeffers Road location (corner of Truax
Boulevard and Jeffers Road) and carpool from there,
leaving promptly at 6:00 p.m.

The tour will include both the location on Shorewood
Drive and the one on Jeffers Road and then will return to
May's location at 3424 Jeffers Road and meet in their
new classroom for refreshments, door prizes and social
time.

This should be a very educational evening and provide a
look at just how those beautiful blooms we plant get their
start.

Please call the Extension Office at 715-839-4712 to
reserve a space. This tour is free and open to the public.

Volunteers...

needed for the Chippewa Valley
Symphony Garden Stroll.

They are looking for up

to 12 volunteers to .
assist with answering

garden related .
questions on June 21%
during the 9-4 p.m.
hours (shifts will be set
up). The majority of the
gardens are located on
the Southside of Eau Claire. Please,
please contact Lois Dempsey, at 715-
836-7638 if interested;

-

Opportunity:

Hailey Sullivan from
Green Oasis Gardens is
looking for speakers for
their open house in April.
Contact her 832-0800
x114

“Gardening gives one back a sense of
proportion about everything — except
itself.” - May Sarton,

Plant Dreaming Deep, 1968




Page 4 Eau Claire Area Master Gardener News March 2014
Upncoming Events
Spring Into Gardening | Spring Begins!

Workshop

Presented by the Bluff Country
Master Gardener Association
March 1, 2014
Western Technical College
Lunda Center, 319 North 7th St,
La Crosse, WI
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Keynote speaker Ed Lyon.
With additional breakout
sessions, silent auction. vendors,
and lunch for pre-registrants.
Cost is $40. For more
information

For more information go to:
www.bluffcountrymastergardeners.or

| BEAVER CREEK RESERVE

March 8, 2014
8:30 a.m. to noon
Dunn Co. Judicial Center,
Room 1402,
*x 615 Stokke Parkway,
Menomonie, WI
Featuring Sydney Tanner

“The Basics and
Alternatives of Gardening”

Sponsored by Dunn County Master
s Gardener Association and Dunn
County UW-Extension

Cost: $8 by march 1 ($10 at the
door). For more information or to
register, contact the Dunn Co. UW-
Extension office at (715) 232-1636 or
go to: http://dunn.uwex.edu (click on
Horticulture).

S1 County Road K, Fall Creek, WI 54742
bcr@beavercreekreserve.org

Owl Prowl: March 18 from 7 until 9 pm at the Wise Nature Center.

Join a staff naturalist for a hootin'

good time. The evening will begin with a short hike as we listen and hoot for owls in the neighborhood. Then
we will move inside to discover some of the unique traits of the owl family. Guest appearance by the
Reserve's non-releasable owl is expected. This program is appropriate for adults and upper elementary
school age children. Come and learn many interesting facts about owls! Appropriate outdoor dress is

recommended.

Cost: $5 for Friends Adult, $3 for Friends Child, $15 for Friends Family, $8 Adults for Nonmembers, $4
Child for Nonmembers, $20 for Nonmembers Family. 41 spots available. *Registration and full payment

required by Mar. 14, 2014

Bluebird Program March 22 from 9:30 until 11:30 am at the Wise Nature Center. Join a staff naturalist to
learn how to attract bluebirds to your yard. The slide program and discussion will provide information on the
natural history, behavior and habitat requirements of bluebirds, as well as tips on building, placing and
monitoring bluebird houses. (Additional $5 charge per bluebird house kit.) Please request number of houses
needed when you register for class. Cost: $5 for Friends Adult, $3 for Friends Child, $8 for Nonmember
Adult, $4 for Nonmember Child. Bluebird house kit is an extra $5 each. 20 spots available.

Registration and full payment required by March 19.

To register for these events go to: https://www-beavercreekreserve-
org.site.atfni.com/explore/event registration.phtml|?id=E27A08E1 or call 715-877-2212.
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OWT1 - :
) TO / Upcoming Classes
art

Registration is not required for most classes

' ‘ but is appreciated.
Saturday, March 1St & 8th 10:00 a.m. - Baskets & Brunch! - It may be winter, but we
are thinking ahead to spring! Come enjoy a delicious breakfast brunch in the
greenhouse. Then discover the joy of creating your own hanging basket. We will be
planting baby plants in your hanging basket. Then DTE will care for your baskets until
they are ready to go outside. You’'ll be able to pick up your baskets in May to take home
and enjoy. Cost: $50 which includes breakfast buffet & one hanging basket Additional
baskets may be planted at $40/basket.
Thursday, March 6 — 5:00 p.m.- Hanging Basket Workshop — Break away from winter
and come plant your very own custom hanging basket in the greenhouse. Same as
above except no brunch and cost is $40/basket.
Thursday, March 13 — 5:00 p.m. — Seed Starting Class — We will cover the tips and
tricks of starting your own seeds indoors. We will discuss what seeds are better to start
early and which ones are better to wait and plant directly in the ground. Bring your
notebook!
Thursday, March 20" — 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, March 29" — 10:00 a.m. — Miniature
Resurrection Garden Workshop — Add a new Easter celebration tradition with this
hands-on workshop. Come create your own miniature resurrection garden; a great
meaningful centerpiece to complete your Easter table. Cost $29.00 each.
Saturday, March 22" — 10:00 a.m. — Planning Your Veggie Garden Class — We will
cover the basics of planning your veggie garden. What goes with what? How to plant a
veggie garden in small spaces? How to plant a garden? Plus much more.
Thursday, March 27" — 5:00 p.m. — Mini Herb Garden Seed Planting Workshop -
Anxious for summer gardening? Get a head start on your edibles by creating a mini herb
garden. We will be starting by seed with many varieties to choose from, such as boxwood
basil, Italian oregano, chocolate mint and lemon thyme. Your mini herb garden will
provide your kitchen with fresh flavor you can enjoy all year long. Cost: $8.00/container.

6025 Arndt Lane, Eau Claire WI, 54701
715-833-1234 or E-mail - home@dwntoearth.com
Website: http://www.dwntoearth.com/index2.html

Spring Fling Day Bus Trip
Eau Claire Garden Club
April 302014
Tour agenda includes i

the International Crane
Foundation in Baraboo; the UW

Remember: \\;op,é’c”;n

March 28-29, 2014 2014 is the Annual
WIMGA Conference in Appleton.

Hosted by the Outagamie County Master Gardener
Association it will be held at the Radisson Paper

Madison Centennial Gardens and a Valley Hotel, 333 West College Ave., Appleton, WI.

buying trip to the Flower Factory in

Stoughton.

Cost is $55 which includes all fees,
lunch and bus. For more information
contact Sharon Daniels, 715-830-
1403 or davesaracedl@charter.net.

For more information see the
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-
conference.aspx or contact Kathy Baum at
katbaum2003@yahoo.com or call (920) 731-9385.
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GARDEN “U”
Saturday March 15 2014
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
(8:30 registration)
Ready Randy's
1490 131st Street,
New Richmond (Corner Co Rd G and Hwy 65,

-9:15 A.M.: What's New in the Invasives World - Emilie Justen, MN Dept. of Ag
-10:45 A.M.: The Best Trees for your Yard and How to Save Them - David Zlesak,
PhD, UW-RF

Lunch on site at Ready Randy's
Vendor booths from local garden shops

-1:15 P.M.: Display of trees info - David Paulson (This is an interactive session and an
opportunity for 'hands on' and questions).

Cost: $30 (includes lunch on site). Directions: 1-94 to Sponsored by the St. Croix Valley Master
Gardeners Association. Exit 10, north on Hwy 65 to Ready Randy's. For more information and
to register contact Carolyn Barrette Carolyn at tbarrett@pressenter.com or to
stcroixvlymga@presenter.com. . Or phone 715-549-6438

) Ready, Set, Go Recap Qrom Page 1... Lunch With

M@y the Gardener
715-836 b;f‘?ﬁ v i Fanny HiII

: ‘ %l (3919 Crescent Ave.,
March 15 — Spring Extravaganza: Eau Claire, WI)

1:00 Growing Grapevines For Saturday
Wine Making March 15 2014
2:00 Building and Growing 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Veggies with High Tunnels (Registration at 8:30)

3:00 Indoor and Outdoor Garden " : o L4 8 Come enjoy a great
Trends i lunch and hear from
March 29 — 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. : ¥ a number of garden
Miniature Garden Class speakers.
(Fairy) Seminar is free, however The cost is $28.00
after class you are able to do a per person with

make and take for $20+ coffee and pastries
included.

Lunch will be
served at 12:00
p.m. Door prizes
will be awarded at

May'’s Floral Garden 1:00 p.m.

3424 Jeffers Rd _For more
Eau Claire. WI 54701 Keynote Speaker, Bill Hogseth information contact
’ office@fannyhill.com

715-836-8184 or
“Let no one think that real gardening is a bucolic and meditative Toll Free: 800-292-
occupation. It is an insatiable passion like everything else to which a man | 8026

gives his heart.” Karel Capek, The Gardener’s Year

For more information contact us by at:
http://www.maysfloralgarden.com/cont
act or call 715-836-8220 or 1-800-422-
6297.
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Bits and Pieces

Take
one old
tree
stump,

add an
array of
old, new
and
unusual
bird
houses,

S

, [”l‘l ¢ I 1
and, ICr:]ai:céIrlé%slzys Sunflower” photo taken
what

have
you
got?

A great . A s T
idea for AT 4.1 el ‘\Yx
next Jo-Ann Clark took this picture of one of the gardens
she toured this past summer.
summer X : ,‘ﬁ;:""':""' g;.'.:-.:w(.'
and you Horaic NP o
don’t
have to
cut
down
that old
dead
tree but
have
turned it
into a
work of
art!!!!

“Spring Will Come” - a clipping off of the Internet
but with a lovely promise we are waiting to have
fulfilled.
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In 2016, Wisconsin Master Gardeners will be hosting the Upper Midwest Regional MG Conference. This conference
is held every other year, and the states of Illinois, lowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin alternate

hosting the event. WIMGA voted to form a statewide committee to take on this responsibility, and _——
Becky Gutzman, Columbia County MGV, offered to chair the committee. Much of the work at this Mfl";;”"o;'-"y
point could be done by teleconference, and it would be helpful to have some previous conference a7 "\ iy mer
planning experience. Committee functions will likely include facilities, program, hospitality, ?,f oy s
fund-raising/finance, publicity, registration, vendors/exhibits, and tours. '

& @
If you would like to be part of this volunteer opportunity, please contact Becky P
Gutzman at rebecca.gutzman@ces.uwex.edu or 920-382-4511. Indicate your name, email \ "
address, telephone number and any special area of expertise or interest. )
EAU CLAIRE AREA MASTER GARDENER NEWSLETTER
A newsletter for the Eau Claire Area Master Gardener Association members.
Unless otherwise noted, articles for For more Eau Claire County UWwW
this newsletter are submitted and/or C ive E . i R
written by ECAMGA members or the ooperative Extension 11.1 ormation A‘
newsletter editor, Carol W. Cox. go to our website: The First#
Unless otherwise noted, graphics are www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/eauclaire Day Of .
from clipart. Newsletter layout by Phone: 715-839-4712 Spring
Carol W. Cox Fax: 715-839-6277 /)
M-F 8AM-5PM March 20, 2014

The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marital or parental, arrest or conviction
record or veteran status.” If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity or service, please
contact Erin LaFaive at 715-839-4712 as soon as possible preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion

Eau Claire County
Extension Office
227 First Street West
Altoona, W1 54720



